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Short Synopsis: 

KILLING BONO is a rock n’ roll comedy about two Irish brothers struggling to forge their path through 

the 1980’s music scene… whilst the meteoric rise to fame of their old school pals U2 only serves to 

cast them deeper into the shadows. 

 

Long Synopsis: 

Neil McCormick (Ben Barnes) always knew he’d be famous.  A young Irish songwriter and budding 

genius, nothing less than a life of rock n’ roll stardom will do.  But there’s only room for one singer in 

school band The Hype and his friend Paul’s already bagged the job. So Neil forms his own band with 

his brother Ivan (Robert Sheehan), determined to leave The Hype in his wake.  There’s only one 

problem: The Hype have changed their name.  To ‘U2’.  And Paul (Martin McCann) has turned into 

‘Bono’.  

Naturally there’s only one option for Neil: become bigger than U2.  The brothers head to London in 

their quest for fame, but they are blighted by the injustices of the music industry, and their every 

action is dwarfed by the soaring success of their old school rivals.  Then, just as they land some 

success of their own, Ivan discovers the shocking truth behind Neil’s rivalry with U2, and it threatens 

to destroy everything.  

As his rock n’ roll dream crashes and burns, Neil feels like his failure is directly linked to Bono’s 

success.  Is he the yin to Bono’s yang?  Is he forever destined to live in the shadows of 

superstardom?  And what if the answer lies in… Killing Bono? 
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Crew Commentaries: 

Nick Hamm | Director 

We live in a society that celebrates and champions celebrity and success.  Yet most of us are not that 

successful; we cannot all be exceptionally so – there’s just not enough to go around.  I wanted to do 

an everyman story that appeals to the universal struggle for success, which so very often ends in 

failure.  Killing Bono is a comedy about the nature of failure, told through the journey of a pair of 

brothers in their search for fame in counterpart to the meteoric rise to fame of their old school 

friends, who happen to become one of the biggest bands on the planet.  There’s an old Gore Vidal 

quote: ‘every time a friend succeeds I die a little’ – there’s definitely something of that sentiment in 

our story. 

It’s crucial to say this isn’t a completely ‘true story’.  I first heard about the book during a radio 

interview with Neil McCormick, and after reading ‘I was Bono’s Doppelganger’ I realised there was 

potential to create a really interesting cinematic journey from Neil’s coming-of-age.  The book itself 

is a series of anecdotes and incidents that are variously funny, dramatic, insightful, poignant, but as 

with any real life, not in themselves cinematic.  In order to create a narrative ‘spine’ from which 

those incidents could hang, we had to give the story a central narrative drive.  In our film, Neil’s lie to 

his own brother Ivan about not making it into U2 becomes our invented narrative engine, and is also 

the big source of the film’s comedy. 

There’s a key distinction in the movie world: you can be authentic and real to the story that you’re 

telling, but your story doesn’t have to be ‘true’ in the literal sense.  It just has to feel real for the 

audience; the truth comes from staying integral to the character’s emotional and thematic journey.  

Neil McCormick was very relaxed about our approach to immortalising his life on screen, even if it 

wasn’t entirely ‘true’ to all the events in that life. 

Having a relationship with U2 and a long pedigree of working in comedic Irish films, Dick Clement 

and Ian La Frenais were immediately interested in the project, and they seemed like a perfect fit.  

Teaming up the great comedy duo with the younger talent of writer Simon Maxwell brought a 

different approach to the writing and really has produced something quite fresh. 

It took 5 years to make this picture, which in my experience on a film that you are completely 

passionate about is probably about par for the course.  Like most films, we scripted and re-scripted, 

cast and then re-cast.  

Comedic ability and emotional vulnerability are essential to any great comedy. I had to find an actor 

who could take us on this journey and pull off the very difficult role of playing the anti-hero, whilst 

always remaining sympathetic in his intent.  That’s no mean feat, so it had to be an actor who can be 

both passionate and foolish, striking a balance between the aggressive and softer sides of this 

character, and in Ben Barnes we can see the human side to the protagonist’s ambition. 

Robert Sheehan is a force of nature who makes very instinctive and refreshing decisions, both 

comedically and emotionally.  The balance between Robert and Ben is perfect for the picture, with 

Sheehan’s vulnerability and earnestness playing against Barnes’ encapsulation of the irrepressible 

determination of the older brother. 

Making a music film, I made sure I surrounded myself with experts from the world of music – in 

particular producer Ian Flooks, who has worked with U2 for over 20 years, as well as the very 

talented composer and musician Joe Echo.  It seemed to me a great combination of music industry 

experience both past and present. 
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Growing up in Belfast in the 70’s, I have fond memories of going to see Rory Gallagher and Thin 

Lizzy, the bands that would have inspired Neil McCormick during this incredibly vibrant period for 

the Irish music scene.  So it was unquestionably important for me to make this film in Ireland. This 

made it possible to tell a story that is both inherently Irish at the same time as being a universal tale 

of dreams pursued but ultimately thwarted.  

 

Piers Tempest | Producer 

One of the key reasons of why we have been able to achieve the production scale and level of talent 

we have on the film is because everyone bought into the story. When people read the script they 

could relate to the themes of the quest for fame and indeed subsequent failure. On that basis we’ve 

been able to punch above our weight in what we’re achieving on screen. Especially with Ben Barnes, 

Robert Sheehan and Pete Postlethwaite who were all hugely supportive of the film from day one. 

 

Ian Flooks | Producer 

I was first introduced to Nick by a friend who’d told him I knew a thing or two about U2. Despite 

being at first sceptical, Nick and I met and it was clear that this film was something that could really 

work. I worked with U2 as their agent for about 20 odd years from around 1978 when they were 

right at the beginning of their career, so you could say I knew a little bit about them and the music 

business at the time. 

The film starts off around 1979 so the first two songs are from that era. The song that Neil’s band 

sings is a cover of a song by Eddie and the Hot Rods which was a number one hit in 1976. They were 

a big band but just before punk rock, so they had the kind of glamour of success that when punk 

rock came along they faded away fairly quickly and didn’t realise their full potential. Hence we 

thought this the perfect opening track for Neil to be singing at this hopeful beginning. 

The song that The Hype (who are later to become U2) play at the first gig is a song called “Street 

Missions” that although written by them, was as far as I know never recorded so this is the first time 

it’s been recorded, and I think the band in the movie do it really well, particularly Martin McCann 

who does young Bono almost as good as young Bono . 

We then moved into fiction and into the direction in which we thought Neil’s band might have gone; 

from punk rock, through to a little bit of New Romantic then onto Stadium Rock. We found the 

extremely talented singer/song writer Joe Echo who wrote most of the original tracks and recorded 

and produced with U2 producer Mike Hedges 

 

Neil McCormick | Writer of “I Was Bono’s Doppelganger” 

I wrote a book about my life as a failed musician. I had a dream I was going to be an incredibly 

famous rock star, and unfortunately that turned out to be Bono who went to school with me. Whilst 

his band ascended to Wembley Stadium, I ended up playing at the Wembley Horse and Coaches, 

which is about as far as we got...The story of my own heroic failure in the shadow of my friend, now 

about to be immortalised on the silver screen. 
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Ben is a very handsome actor and if we’re going to be played by anybody on screen we like to be 

played by someone better looking than ourselves, and I think he looks how I imagined I looked at the 

time. He’s brought a lot of energy and spirit to this character and I see some of myself in him. From 

what I’ve seen in Ben’s performance, I don’t come across as just an asshole because you actually see 

the passion and the belief, and the things that made the journey worthwhile. 

 
Cast Commentaries: 
 

Ben Barnes (Neil McCormick) 

I read the script all in one sitting on my laptop on the other side of the world,  and it was the first 

script I think I’ve ever read where I’ve laughed on every page. I thought it would be brilliant to play 

someone this intense in a comedic way, and not take myself too seriously.  

I’ve stayed in character with the accent for the past month and you find yourself phrasing things 

differently, and definitely being a bit more irritating to people the way in which Neil is in the film. 

The Irish accent brings with it so much brilliant phraseology that makes it very easy to be funny with. 

Just before Christmas we went to the studio space in Northern Ireland, and met the brilliant Joe 

Echo who had written all the songs. Over about a period of a week we recorded the songs for the 

film and I had the most wonderful time getting to play with all the different genres of music.  

In preparation for our live performances I was thinking of all those great front men who Neil would 

have aspired to be;  Freddie Mercury, Bon Jovie, David Bowie, all these guys who would do crazy 

moves, so I would watch clips of Mick Jagger dancing about for inspiration before we would go on 

stage. 

I don’t think this film would work without a director like Nick Hamm who injects all the scenes we do 

with an energy and passion that illustrates his love for this film. Great films are not just funny, but 

have an underlying pathos and this film really achieves that. 

  

Robert Sheehan (Ivan McCormick) 

I can relate to Neil’s quest for fame and success but admittedly I can’t really relate to his crazy 

methods of how he set out to achieve them. But I suppose that’s the nature of Neil McCormick in 

the film,  he has the looks and can sing, but he completely destroys it for himself every time and I 

think when people see this film the audience will be hoping and cringing for him not to screw it up 

again.  

It was funny when Ben and I were recording the music, Ben rightly pointed out that the real Neil and 

Ivan had spent years trying to get to this very place, to a recording studio, recording music at a 

professional level which usually comes after signing a record deal and it was ironic in a sense as we 

did that before we had even started the film. 

 

Martin McCann (Bono) 

I auditioned in front of the writer, director and one of the producers and they gave me the role right 

in the room, which was strange, that never really happens! But I wasn’t really worried about exactly  
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replicating Bono, because you’re never going to sound and look exactly like Bono, but if you can get 

the essence of Bono and how he moves, and make him a likeable guy then you have something that 

is going to be believable. 

I like doing the music side because you can really improvise and feel like a rock star (even if it was 

only for a couple of minutes) with teenage girls screaming and adoring you, and you don’t even have 

to be good, because the director has told them to love you. That was a lot of fun. 

 

Pete Postlethwaite  (Karl) 

I don’t usually play in roles like Karl who is gay and rather flamboyant, it’s always great to be able to 

do something that you’ve never done before.  And it’s refreshing to work with younger actors, 

because they don’t bring any baggage along. I had worked with Martin McCann before who has an 

amazing simplicity and truth about his acting that I think maybe we older actors have clogged up the 

stuff you don’t really need sometimes.  

 

Krysten Ritter (Gloria) 

I love music and when I was reading the script I was getting all the references and funnily enough the 

first song I was taught to play on the guitar was the riff from Gloria the U2 song, so I really felt like it 

was meant to be. I flew out over Christmas to rehearse with Ben and Robert and I thought that they 

were real movie stars. Robbie is electric on camera and Ben is so natural and so much fun to play off 

of. There was a lot of energy on the set and we had a lot of fun shooting this film together. 

 

About the Cast: 

Ben Barnes (Neil McCormick) 

English born actor who is best known for his role as Prince Caspian in The Chronicles of Narnia, Ben’s 

other film work includes Bigga Than Ben, Stardust, Noël Coward's romantic comedy Easy Virtue, the 

adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s Dorian Gray and soon to be released psychological thriller Locked In. His 

television work includes BBC Drama Doctors and TV movie Split Decision. Ben is currently playing the 

lead role in Trevor Nunn’s theatre production of Birdsong on the West End. 

 

Robert Sheehan (Ivan MCormick) 

Irish born actor Robert Sheehan made his debut in Aisling Walsh's acclaimed feature film Song for a 

Raggy Boy. Since then he has appeared in a number of feature films including A Dublin Story, 

Ghostwood, An Créatúr, Summer of the Flying Saucer and more recently Cherrybomb. Soon to be 

released is the horror film Season of the Witch. Perhaps most well known for his lead role in the teen 

drama Misfits, Robert’s television work also includes the acclaimed trilogy Red Riding, The Tudors, 

Bittersweet and 2010’s Love/Hate. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No%C3%ABl_Coward
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easy_Virtue_%282008_film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisling_Walsh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_for_a_Raggy_Boy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_for_a_Raggy_Boy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A_Dublin_Story&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghostwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=An_Cr%C3%A9at%C3%BAr&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Summer_of_the_Flying_Saucer&action=edit&redlink=1
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Pete Postlethwaite (Karl) 

The eminent Pete Postlethwaite whose  glittering career started out in the theatre and moved into 

television in the 1980’s. By 1993 he had crossed over into Hollywood parts and earned his first Oscar 

nomination for his superb role as Daniel Day-Lewis' father in In the Name of the Father . Other 

quality roles came his way with The Usual Suspects, Brassed Off , and Amistad .Television has been a 

creative and positive venue as well with such fine work in Sharpe's Company, Lost for Words, and 

The Sins. His most recent film work includes , mythological epic Clash of the Titans,  Hollywood 

blockbuster Inception, and crime thriller The Town. 

 

Krysten Ritter (Gloria) 

American actress Krysten Ritter has an impressive list of comedic film starring credits including She's 

Out of My League and Confessions of a Shopaholic opposite Isla Fisher. Among her other film credits 

are the studio features What Happens in Vegas with Ashton Kutcher and 27 Dresses with Katherine 

Heigl, as well as the independent features How to Make Love to a Woman, The Last International 

Playboy and Buzzkill. Her television work includes Gilmore Girls, Veronica Mars, the hit series 

Breaking Bad and most recently a leading role in Starz series Gravity. 

 

Martin McCann (Bono) 

Northern Irish born actor Martin McCann started out in youth theatre which lead to casting in his 

feature film debut the romantic drama Closing the Ring directed by Richard Attenborough. His other 

film work includes  Swansong: Story of Occi Byrne, and most recently Clash of the Titans. McCann’s 

television work includes the Emmy award winning miniseries The Pacific produced by Stephen 

Spielberg and Tom Hanks, BBC’s Dry your Eyes and TV movies My Boy Jack and Scapegoat. 

 

Peter Serafinowicz (Hammond) 

Peter Serafinowicz is an English actor, comedian, writer, composer, voice artist and occasional 

director. He made his broadcasting debut on Radio 1 show The Knowledge, and his television work 

includes the critically acclaimed BBC2 comedy series Look Around You  in which he starred and co-

wrote, and his own series The Peter Serafinowicz Show which won him the Rose D’Or Best 

Entertainer prize in 2008. His film acting work includes, Shaun of the Dead, The Calcium Kid and 

Couple’s Retreat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000358/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107207/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114814/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115744/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118607/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111156/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0174882/
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt0800320/
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt1375666/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Attenborough
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt1327939/
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About the Crew: 

 

Nick Hamm | Director 

Nick Hamm, was resident director with the Royal Shakespeare Company from 1983 to 1988. He 

directed major productions in Europe and served as British Artistic Director of the Sadler's Wells 

Theatre Company. In 1989 he moved into television/ film, directing The Bottom Line, a documentary 

about the crisis of culture, featuring Arthur Miller and Dustin Hoffman. In 1992, his 30-minute drama 

The Harmfulness of Tobacco, starring Edward Fox won the BAFTA Award for Best Short Film. He went 

on to direct Play on One for the BBC starring Catherine Zeta-Jones and Colin Firth. Followed by the 

highly acclaimed series Rik Mayall Presents for Granada, starring Helena Bonham Carter. Hamm's 

first feature, Talk of Angels, made for Miramax, is an epic love story starring Vincent Perez and Polly 

Walker. His next feature was the romantic comedy Martha Meet Frank, Daniel and Laurence for Film 

Four/ Miramax starring Joseph Fiennes. In 2001 he made for Pathé the highly original European cult 

movie The Hole starring Thora Birch and Keira Knightley. He then went on to make Godsend in 2004 

starring Robert De Niro, made for Lions Gate Films. With his London based company Greenroom 

Entertainment Ltd,  Nick Produced in 2009 the successful BBC Three sitcom series Off The Hook and 

in 2010 he Produced and Directed his latest feature Killing Bono. 

 

Kieran McGuigan | DOP 

 Emmy award winning Cinematographer Kieran McGuigan received the award for Outstanding 

Cinematography for a Miniseries for Bleak House in 2005. His other television credits include Hustle,  

The Amazing Mrs Pritchard, Vincent, MI5 and Desperate Romantics. Well known for his work on 

historical feature The Other Boleyn Girl starring Natalie Portman and Scarlet Johansson his most 

recent film work includes Love Ranch  tarring Helen Mirren and Joe Pesci, The Whistleblower and has 

recently completed comedy LOL: Laughing out Loud. 

 

Tom McCullach | Production Designer 

Most notably, Irish Production Designer Tom McCullagh won the IFTA Award for Best Production 

Design for Biographical Drama Hunger Directed by Steve McQueen in 2008. His other feature work 

includes The Closer You Get, The Boys & Girl from County Clare, Mickyboy and Me, and most recently 

the survival horror Wilderness,  Richard Attenborough’s Closing the Ring and 2011’s Your Highness 

starring Natalie Portman and James Franco. His television work includes; The Invisibles, Pulling 

Moves, Any Time Now, Murder Rooms: Mysteries of the Real Sherlock Holmes. 

 

Bill Sneddon | Editor 

Working mostly in the comedic realm, Billy Sneddon boasts editing on hit television series Green 

Wing, The Thick of It, The Inbetweeners and No Heroics. His feature work includes the hilarious 

political comedy In the Loop, and the highly acclaimed comedy directed by Chris Morris, Four Lions. 

 

 

http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt0442632/
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt0467200/
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt1125929/
http://pro.imdb.com/title/tt0986233/
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Joe Echo | Music Composer 

 
 Northern Irish singer, songwriter  Joe Echo helped to co-write Madonna's recent Grammy Nominated 

single Celebration, which is also the title track of her Greatest Hits.  His song ‘On All My Sundays’ 
features on the Number 1 Dance album by Oakenfold Perfecto Vegas. which previously held the 
number 1 spot on the USA Itunes and Amazon dance charts. Joe Echo has produced the soundtrack 
for Philip Ridley’s new movie Heartless (starring Jim Sturgess).  Over the years Joe Echo has been 
writing and recording with Paul Oakenfold, William Orbit, Armin van Burren, Groove Armada, 
amongst others.  He has opened shows with The Script, James Morrison, Snow Patrol, Paolo Nutini 
and Franz Ferdinand and Joe echo has performed at many festivals this year including Oxegen, Hard 
rock calling with Paul Mc Cartney, Glastonbury and Electric Picnic. One of his songs features in the 
new movie Wild Target starring Bill Nighy and Emily Blunt.  Joe echo has worked in the past with The 
Verve, Blur, and The Feeling producer Chris Potter, and the debut Album is well under way and will 
be released early 2011. 
 
 
 
Neil McCormick | Author of “I was Bono’s Doppelganger” 
 

Neil McCormick is one of the UK’s best known music critics. His weekly column in the Daily Telegraph 

is syndicated around the world and he is a regular guest on BBC Television and radio. He started 

working for Hot Press music magazine in Dublin as a 17-year-old punk rock art school dropout in 

1978. In another life, Neil was a school friend of U2 and mis-spent his youth as singer in a succession 

of obscure bands, including Frankie Corpse and the Undertakers, The Modulators, Yeah!Yeah! and 

Shook Up! His musical misadventures are laid out in painful detail in the acclaimed 2003 memoir I 

Was Bono’s Doppelganger (published in America as Killing Bono). Neil is also author of U2 By U2, the 

best selling music book in the world in 2006. Despite the discouragement of some of his fellow 

critics, he continues to make music on the sidelines under the alias The Ghost Who Walks.  

 
 
about | generator entertainment 
 
Generator Entertainment is a Film and Television company with offices in London and Belfast. Set up 
in 2007 by Mark Huffam (Mamma Mia!) and Simon Bosanquet (The Life and Death of Peter Sellers), 
it has in that time completed three films – Red Mist and Ghost Machine, both part of a 12 film 
horror/thriller slate for Anchor Bay Entertainment, and Cherrybomb, a teen drama starring Rupert 
Grint (Harry Potter) being released in the UK in early 2010. A number of film projects are in 
development for 2010 to shoot in Northern Ireland and elsewhere. Generator has also recently 
partnered with Kudos (Spooks, Life on Mars) to develop and produce TV programmes in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
 
about | greenroom entertainment 
 
Established in 2007, Greenroom Entertainment is a multi-platform production company helmed by 
Nick Hamm and Simon Maxwell.  The company is currently producing a slate of high-end 
productions, from feature films to comedy and drama for television to online.  Current projects 
include the 7-part comedy series Off the Hook for the BBC and high-concept crime drama serial 
Rogue, as well as a slate of theatrical feature films, of which Killing Bono will be the first. 
 
                 www.greenroom-entertianment.com 
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about | isotope films 
 
Isotope is a film and theatre finance company founded in 2007.  To date, it has helped finance 

‘Boeing Boeing’ in New York, ‘Spring Awakening’ and ‘Enron’ in London, and ‘Killing Bono’. 

www.isotopefilms.com 
 
about | matador pictures 
 
Matador Pictures is one of the UK's leading independent feature film production and financing 

companies with a distinguished track record of distinctive and high quality feature films earning both 

commercial and critical success. Films it has produced, co-produced or co-financed have achieved 

over 100 awards, nominations and festival selections. Releases in 2010 include Heartless starring Jim 

Sturgess, Noel Clarke and Timothy Spall; Jonathan Lynn’s Wild Target starring Bill Nighy, Emily Blunt, 

Rupert Everett and Rupert Grint; and Dread starring Jackson Rathbone and based on the short story 

by Clive Barker. 

 
www.matadorpictures.com 

 
about | molinare 
 
Through its 35 year heritage, Molinare has established itself as one of the UK's leading and well-

respected post production houses. From award-winning Television Drama to Oscar-winning Feature 

films, Molinare's reputation for quality work has developed year on year.  

Molinare provides state of the art Digital Intermediate, award winning Visual Effects and Dolby 

Digital Sound Post Production, and as one of the largest post production houses in the UK, has 

delivered over 150 feature films in the past 5 years.  

Credits include the 2009 documentary feature Oscar winner Man On Wire, The Damned United for 
Left Bank Pictures, and the Miramax production Everybody's Fine, starring Robert de Niro. Co-
production credits include Moon with Liberty Films and Mugabe and the White African with Arturi 
Films, both shortlisted for the 2010 Academy and Bafta awards. 
 

www.molinare.co.uk 
 
 
about | northern ireland screen 
 
Northern Island Screen is the national screen agency for Northern Ireland whose aim is to accelerate 
the development of a dynamic and sustainable screen industry and culture in Northern Ireland.   
 

Our mission is to promote Northern Ireland as a major production location, to celebrate Northern 

Ireland product, talent and culture to the world and to ensure that a range of learning opportunities 

are delivered, so that growing numbers of people in Northern Ireland are motivated to enjoy, 

understand and explore the moving image. Our main areas of activity include funding; locations, 

services and facilities; exhibition and audience development; education; business support, skills and 

training.   

Northern Ireland Screen is funded by Invest Northern Ireland, the Department of Culture Arts and 

Leisure and the UK Film Council and we are delegated by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland to 

administer Lottery funding in Northern Ireland. 

www.northernirelandscreen.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.matadorpictures.com/
http://www.molinare.co.uk/
http://www.northernirelandscreen.co.uk/
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about | paramount pictures corporation 

 

Paramount Pictures Corporation (PPC), a global producer and distributor of filmed entertainment, is 

a unit of Viacom (NYSE: VIA, VIA.B), a leading content company with prominent and respected film, 

television and digital entertainment brands.  The company's labels include Paramount Pictures, 

Paramount Vantage, Paramount Classics, MTV Films and Nickelodeon Movies.  PPC operations also 

include Paramount Digital Entertainment, Paramount Famous Productions, Paramount Home 

Entertainment, Paramount Pictures International, Paramount Licensing Inc., Paramount Studio 

Group and Worldwide Television Distribution. 

www.paramount.com 

 
about | the salt company 
 
Salt sells and helps package and finance films by new and established filmmakers from Sundance 

Film Festival 2008 hit Donkey Punch (sold to Magnolia) to Fernando Meirelles' City of Men (acquired 

by Miramax). Other projects include Slingshot Studio’s The Infidel written by David Baddiel and 

starring Omid Djalili; Killing Bono, an Irish music-based comedy from the writers of The 

Commitments with Ben Barnes and Robert Sheehan; Cherry Tree Lane, the latest provocative drama 

from London to Brighton director Paul Andrew Williams; and upcoming camp comedy Dirty Girl from 

writer/director Abe Sylvia with Juno Temple, Milla Jovovich and William H. Macy. 

 

www.salt-co.com 

about | silver reel 
 
The Silver Reel Entertainment Mezzanine Fund LP provides gap financing, pre-sales and tax credits 

cashflowing for independent entertainment projects mainly in Europe, North America and Australia / 

New Zealand. 

 
 
about | wasted talent 
 
Wasted Talent was formed as a talent agency in 1979 by Ian Flooks and represented U2, The Clash, 

Kraftwerk, REM, Eurythmics, and Talking Heads, among many others. Ian then established Wasted 

Talent as a film and theatre production company in 2001. 

Wasted Talent produced its first feature film ‘Confetti’ in 2004 (released worldwide by Fox 

Searchlight). 

www.wastedtalent.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salt-co.com/
http://www.salt-co.com/
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Killing Bono 

Directed by 
Nick Hamm 

 
Cast 

Ben Barnes 
Robert Sheehan 

Krysten Ritter 
Peter Serafinowicz 
Stanley Townsend 

Martin McCann 
Pete Postlethwaite 

 
Written by 

Dick Clement & Ian la Frenais 
Simon Maxwell 

 
Director of Photography 

Kieran McGuigan 
 

Editor  
Billy Sneddon 

 
Production Designer 

Tom McCullagh 
 

Constume Designer 
Lorna Marie Muggan 

 
Make-up and Hair Designer 

Konnie Daniel 
 

Original Songs  
Joe Echo 

 
Original Score 

Stephen Warbeck 
 

Casting 
Lucy Began CDG 

Kelly Vanentine Hendry CDG 
 

Producers 
Ian Flooks 

Nick Hamm 
Mark Huffam 
Piers Tempest 

 
Executive Producers 

  Nigel Thomas         
Charlotte Wall 
    Russell Allen               

Simon Bosanquet  
 Mark Foligno                  

Jon Hamm 
Tommy Moran 

 

            
 


